
 
 
 
 
 

 
      ME TO WE ETHIOPIA YOUTH TRIP: 13 DAY SAMPLE ITINERARY* 

 
 

DAY 1: TRAVEL 

Your ME to WE adventure begins as you depart for 

Mek’ele, Ethiopia via overnight flight. Get ready to change 

the world! 

 

DAY 2: ARRIVAL IN MEKELE 

Arrive into Mek’ele. Transfer to your accommodations, 

check in and enjoy a hot meal. 

 

DAY 3: TRANSFER TO GHERALTA LODGE 

Spend the morning exploring the cultural heritage of the 

Tigray region before continuing on to your lodge in 

Gheralta 

 

DAYS 4 – 11: 

Each day of your trip is made up of a combination of 

volunteering and building activities, unique cultural 

experiences and leadership skill building modules. 

 

HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE: 

• Cultural Immersion 

Spend time with your local guide and community 

partners learning the traditions, history and culture of 

the Ethiopian people – including language lessons, 

coffee ceremonies, and traditional food.  

 

• Building 101 

Make the most of your volunteering time in the 

community by taking part in an informative workshop 

on sustainable development and building safety. 

 

• Volunteer Project Building 

Depending on the community, day and time, your 

volunteering could range from project building on a 

school campus, to tree planting, to restoration—all 

projects that will help remove the barriers to education 

in the community. 

 

• A Day in the Life  

Get to know a local family, how they live, and the 

daily expectations of each family member by getting 

your hands dirty and taking part in chores, food 

preparation, and daily life.  A local family will 

introduce you to their home, their family and way of 

life. 

 

• Lalibela 

A town famous for monolithic, rock-cut churches, 

explore the city with a local guide and take a tour back 

in time to the 7th century.  One of the holiest cities in 

Ethiopia, and still a site for pilgrimage today.   

 

• Scenic hikes 

At each stop of your adventure get outside and take in 

the landscape on foot with your new friends.  The 

Gheralta area known for its unique chain of mountains, 

is the home of the rock churches famous for their 

architecture, ancient paintings and manuscripts and 

others known for their magnificent view.  

 

• Rural Community Immersion: Camping 

As you build relationships and make connections with 

some of our most remote partner communities, we will 

set up tents and gather round a camp fire with one of 

our most remote communities.  Around the campfire 

you’ll learn from local community members, hear their 

stories and learn more about their successes, 

challenges, hopes and dreams.You will have 

campfires, discussions, dances, and learn traditional 

cooking 

  

OTHER ACTIVITIES MAY INCLUDE: 

• Traditional coffee ceremony 

• Community Visits 

• Amharic Lessons 

• Celebration Dinner 

 

DAY 12: TRAVEL TO ADDIS 

Spend the morning saying goodbye and head to the airport 

for your overnight flight home. 

 

DAY 13: ARRIVAL HOME 

Get ready to share the story of your journey! 

 

*Note: Trip length is customizable. Itinerary and daily 

activities are subject to change. 

  

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
      ME TO WE ETHIOPIA YOUTH TRIP: 13 DAY SAMPLE ITINERARY* 

 
 

A TYPICAL DAY*: 

8:00am – 9:30am 

• Optional morning walk 

• Breakfast 

• Review schedule for the day 

 

9:30am – 12:30pm 

• Depart for partner community and project building 

• Meet members of the partner community and tour 

the school grounds 

12:30pm – 1:30pm 

• Lunch break! 

1:30pm – 2:30pm 

• Energizer / team building activity 

2:30pm – 5:30pm 

• Build site orientation and instruction of afternoon 

activities  

• Volunteer Project Building 

5:30pm – 7:30pm 

• Return to lodge 

• Dinner at lodge 

7:30pm – 10:00pm 

• Action Planning 

• Review schedule for the next day 

• Choice time to relax, play cards, read or just enjoy 

being in Ethiopia 

10:00pm 

• Lights out! 

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEER PROJECT BUILDING 

 
Depending on the community, day and time, your 

volunteering could be a variety of different activities 

that help remove the barriers to education—you could 

be laying bricks that will become a school, digging 

wells that will provide clean water, or planting trees 

that will grow nourishing food. You’ll see the real 

results of your work as you volunteer alongside 

community members on WE Villages’ development 

projects. Your work will have an impact that will last 

for generations to come. 

 

ACTION PLANNING 
 

Led by your ME to WE facilitators, reflect on your 

experiences throughout the day. You’ll explore some 

of the contemporary issues facing the communities 

where we work, and get the tools and skills you need 

to take action at home on issues you care about.  We’ll 

help you put your ideas into action. With the 

awareness, skills and plan you develop in Ethiopia, 

you’ll be ready to make a positive difference when you 

return home. 

 

*Note: Daily activities are customizable. Itinerary and 

daily activities are subject to change. 

 

 


