
 

 

WE and College Board launch joint effort to incorporate service learning into all AP 
courses 

-AP with WE Service will engage a new generation of youth in service learning while earning 
course credit- 

 
New York, NY (September 27, 2018) – Today, WE and the College Board announce a collaboration that 
will incorporate service learning into all AP courses. The College Board gives students the chance to earn 
college credit and placement through the AP program, which now includes AP with WE Service. AP with 
WE Service connects challenging academic experiences with service-learning opportunities that translate 
classroom lessons into hands-on problem-solving, allowing students to complete service projects on 
topics they are most passionate about. Through AP with WE Service, College Board’s network of 160,000 
teachers and 2.8 million students around the world will have the opportunity to create meaningful impact 
in their local and global communities.  
 
Rooted in over 20 years of service learning, WE Schools, WE’s free domestic service-learning program, 
has been engaging its global network of 16,000 schools in creating meaningful change. During its pilot 
phase from 2015 to 2017, AP with WE Service was available in six AP courses and is now available 
across all AP courses. The program’s approach to course work allows students to engage in academic 
material through an experiential and problem-based lens, empowering them with the opportunity to take 
action while cultivating leadership and civic skills. To date, AP with WE Service has enhanced the AP 
experience for over 5,000 students in over 45 states and 15 countries. Of the teachers who incorporated 
the program into their course WE found that,  
 

• 81% reported that they will continue AP with WE Service in their classroom. 

• 73% reported that the program deepened their students’ understanding of course content 
 

“All AP students now have access to one of the most powerful learning tools, the combination of 
classroom knowledge and working in real world settings and situations,” said Jason Manoharan, Vice 
President for AP Program Management and Strategy at the College Board. “AP students in this program 
have the chance to tackle real issues and challenges, find a passion and help the community around 
them.”  
 
Students who complete the program requirements will earn the AP with WE Service Recognition on their 
official score reports shared with colleges and universities, and a certificate of completion. Schools may 
also update transcripts for relevant AP with WE Service courses. 
 
“We are thrilled to partner with the College Board to bring AP with WE Service to life across all AP’s 
course offerings,” said Carrie Patterson, Chief Operations Director of WE Charity. “AP with WE Service 
challenges both students and teachers alike to reflect on every day issues in the AP course of their 
choice. For students, this is an incredible opportunity to not only work towards earning college credit, but 
also inspires them to become agents of change, taking action in support of local and global causes.”  
 
Educators and students will have tools and resources to effectively achieve service-learning outcomes. 
The AP with WE Service for All module guides teachers in modifying their current lessons to include 
learning and investigation around a specific actionable topic. WE and the College Board will offer free 
professional development opportunities to teachers to help prepare them to introduce service learning 
into their curriculum in the coming school year.  
 
“My AP Computer Science A students and I partnered with a local community service organization in our 
area as well as a remote community in Kenya. Students and I agree that this work forced them to 
grapple with many very real world issues regarding software development. It was incredibly 
valuable for me and my students to participate in this project,” said Katie O’Shaughnessey, Rye Country 
Day School, Rye, NY 

https://www.we.org/


 

 
Administrators and teachers interested in participating can go to www.collegeboard.org/apwe and 
complete the form. Students interested in joining the program should talk to their AP teacher. For more 
information about WE, visit WE.org. 
 

## 
 

About WE 
WE is a family of organizations that makes doing good, doable. WE is made up of WE Charity, 
empowering domestic and international change, ME to WE, a social enterprise that creates socially 
conscious products and experiences to help support the charity, and WE Day, filling stadiums around the 
world with the greatest celebration of social good. WE enables youth and families to better the world – 
supporting 7,200+ local and global causes by volunteering millions of hours of service, shopping daily 
with an impact, and raising millions of dollars that directly benefit their local communities and the world. 
Globally, our teams in Asia, Africa, and Latin America have provided more than 1 million people with 
clean water, built 1,000 schools and schoolrooms overseas, and empowered more than 200,000 children 
with access to education. WE was founded more than 20 years ago by social entrepreneurs, brothers 
Craig and Marc Kielburger. Join the movement today at WE.org. 

Stay connected on the latest news and updates on WE: 
@WEmovement | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | Media Centre  

 
For more information please contact: 
 
Katryna Szagala 
Associate Director, Public Relations, WE Charity 
Katryna.szagala@we.org 
647-298-7344 
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