
Corrections sent to Toronto Sun 
 
While we recognize there is a public interest in responsible reporting on our organization and 
the CSSG, we are concerned by the numerous errors and inaccuracies made by Toronto Sun 
reporters in recent weeks. WE Charity has asked the Toronto Sun to publicly correct the false 
information it has published and to apologize. As of August 7, 2020 the following corrections 
have been requested and none have been made: 
 
In an article titled, “LILLEY: WE flips for real estate” (July 21, 2020), your reporter, Brian Lilley, 
made multiple errors of fact about WE Charity CFO Victor Li and WE’s property transactions, 
including a description of one of the property buyers: 
 
“The second [property] was purchased from Free the Children, the charity now called 
WE. WE is where Mingze Li's father, Victor, works as chief financial officer.” 
 
In fact, there is no family relationship between the two individuals named. This was an 
assumption made by Mr. Lilley, when, in fact, “Li” is a common family name. We note that the 
online version of this story was changed to correct this error, without any note to readers who 
had seen the earlier version that contained the defamatory claim. 
 
Further, Mr. Lilley wrote, without subsequent correction: 
 
“Victor Li has worked closely with the Kileburger (sic) brothers for years looking after the 
money at WE and according to public real estate documents, Li and his family have done 
many deals with either the Kielburgers or one of the many WE affiliated organizations.” 
 
In fact, CFO Victor Li has never personally bought or sold any real estate with WE Charity 
(neither WE Charity, ME to WE Social Enterprise, nor ME to WE Foundation). This claim is 
false. 
 
Mr. Lilley further claimed: 
 
“The family has traded some pieces of real estate multiple times before transferring them 
to a numbered company for what is recorded as a $0 transaction.” 
 
In fact, as Mr. Lilley was told, the properties in question are personal, and were never owned by 
WE Charity or ME to WE Social Enterprise. The real property transactions were part of family 
estate planning conducted by Theresa and Fred Kielburger, the elderly parents of Craig and 
Marc Kielburger. There is nothing inappropriate in their approach to property ownership or 
family estate planning. To insinuate otherwise is reckless and irresponsible. 
 
In an article titled “LILLEY: Trudeau appears to have used WE language when announcing 
student deal” (published July 31, 2020), Mr. Lilley reported that: 
 
“Trudeau announced a $9 billion program to help students on April 22, a plan that would 
eventually include the contract worth up to $912 million with WE for a student service 
grant.” 
 
In fact, as had been widely reported by the date of publication of this story, WE Charity had 
entered into a contribution agreement with the federal government, not a contract, and the 



maximum value set under the agreement was $543.5 million dollars, of which $500 million 
would be paid by the federal government to students in the form of grants. 
 
The story leaves readers with the impression WE Charity would have received $912 million 
under the agreement, which is false. This factual error could have easily been corrected had Mr. 
Lilley read the contribution agreement that had already been made public through the House of 
Commons Standing Committee on Finance and was widely circulated online. 
 
Also damaging are Mr. Lilley’s assertions in the same story that WE Charity registered a 
website domain name for the Canada Student Service Grant program (the "CSSG") on or 
before the date the program was first announced on April 22, 2020: 
 
“As part of the announcement the government said they would launch the “I Want to 
Help” platform to ‘provide helpful information about available service opportunities and 
ways to get involved and support efforts of young Canadians to pursue service 
positions.’” 
 
“That platform became the website iwanttohelp.org, which had been registered on Aug. 
10, 2019. The website used to register the web address was NameCheap.com, the same 
website used to register several websites associated with WE and the Kielburger 
brothers.” 
 
“The revelation blows apart the Trudeau government’s claim that WE was not involved 
early on and that the civil service and not political staff selected the organization to 
deliver the student grant program.” 
 
Mr. Lilley repeated the same error in another story (“Trudeau government handed WE a 
personal data goldmine” July 31, 2020) alleging: 
 
“The government launched the website IWantToHelp.org back in June in conjunction 
with WE Charity. The website was actually registered by WE in August 2019, long before 
the launch of the student service grant. WE built the website and said they were handing 
it over to the government when they withdrew from the program on July 3.” 
 
Mr. Lilley repeated this false allegation again in a video which remains posted on the Toronto 
Sun website (“LILLEY UNLEASHED: Trudeau appears to have used WE language when 
announcing student deal” July 21, 2020), in which he claims: 
 
0:37 LILLEY: “And never mind that when [Trudeau] made the announcement on April 22, 
that such a program would come, his government was already using the language of WE, 
with the ‘I Want to Help’ portal, using a website that WE had registered in 2019.” 
 
These reports falsely claim WE Charity had registered the iwanttohelp.org website used in the 
Canada Student Service Grant program before the program was announced by the prime 
minister on April 22. 
 
Suggestions that WE Charity acquired the domain before the CSSG announcement are false. 
 
In fact, WE Charity did not register the domain name iwanttohelp.org in 2019. The domain name 
was purchased by WE Charity from NameCheap.com on June. 2, 2020, after the contribution 
agreement was signed by WE Charity and Government of Canada. This was done to harmonize 



the online portal for the CSSG with the name the federal government chosen for it on April 22, 
2020. We Charity has posted online a copy of the receipt from NameCheap.com showing this 
transaction. Our WE Communications Twitter account personally tagged Brian Lilley’s account 
in this post to formally alert him to his error. 
 
Had Mr. Lilley conducted a proper search on the domain name history, he would have seen it 
was registered by another party in 2019 and that the domain was transferred on June 2, 2020 
following payment by WE to Namecheap.com. 
 
Both the Sun and Mr. Lilley are aware of this error in the reporting and have yet to correct it. The 
online versions of these stories and the video remain on the torontosun.com website. 
 
Sun Media published another story titled “WARMINGTON: Was Nelly Furtado donation to 
Kielburger charity blood money?” (August 1, 2020), under this highly misleading and 
inflammatory headline. The reporter, Joe Warmington, writes: 
 
“ money from slain in 2011 Gaddafi, who used child soldiers as part his 
murderous regime, is certainly against the core values of the Kielburgers who started 
Free the Children to stop child labour exploitation. The brothers could be asked how it 
was decided to use that stained cash instead of not accepting it? The question is also 
relevant to Furtado who, under pressure, donated the money instead of returning it.” 
 
In fact, Nelly Furtado announced in 2011 that she intended to donate a performance fee paid to 
her by former Libyan president Muammer Gaddafi to charity. She later, on her own volition, 
decided to make this donation to WE Charity. There was nothing improper about WE Charity 
accepting this donation, and suggesting that doing so was contrary to WE Charity’s long history 
of helping children in Canada and the developing world is irresponsible. 
 
We are also concerned by the attempt by Mr. Warmington to enter the WE Global Learning 
Centre on Queen Street East. For the safety and security of our employees, access to the WE 
GLC is limited to staff and invited guests, as is standard practice in any place of business, 
including, we expect, the Toronto Sun. 
 
We are also concerned by Mr. Warmington’s posting of a photograph he took of boxes being 
removed from the building. In a post on Twitter on July 30, Mr. Warmington wrote: 
 
“’Partnerships’” and ‘exec files’ files were taken out of We HQ Wednesday. Not sure 
where they were headed? Wonder if any of whatever info is in these boxes will come up 
today when  @JustinTrudeau  is on the stand?  @craigkielburger can you tell us 
what this was about?” 
 
In fact, the boxes contained personal effects of former WE employees that were being returned 
to them, as access to the WE GLC has been limited because of the COVID-19 pandemic. To 
insinuate anything else is reckless and irresponsible. 
 


