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The Kisaruni Scholarship Program supports a young person’s education throughout their secondary 
school career. Young girls and boys from across the Maasai Mara in Kenya who receive these 
scholarships are passionate about learning, determined to pursue higher education and committed 
to leading change in their communities. Since the opening of the Kisaruni Group of Schools in 2011, 
it has expanded to include two main campuses: Milimani Girls’ Campus and Ngulot Boys’ Campus.

Your donations will transform communities. Without secondary school, young girls in the Maasai 
Mara are expected to marry early and support with household chores, leaving few opportunities to 
become professionals who can lead their communities. Young men also face challenges accessing 
secondary education in rural Kenya, as they are pressured to leave school to work and support 
their families. Further, while primary education in Kenya is free, many families cannot afford to pay 
school fees for secondary education.

With your support, we are able to provide high-quality secondary school education in Kenya, 
empowering young people with leadership skills and a culture of peace and community service.

KISARUNI SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
Empowering Transformative Education

in the Maasai Mara

The Power of Education
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WE is committed to a process of development 
that creates respectful and empowering 
partnerships with community members so 
that what we do is valued and sustainable. To 
develop the Kisaruni Group of Schools, WE 
engaged in a community planning process 
that involved stakeholders including chiefs, 
local educators, government partners and 
local leaders. Each person expressed his or 
her hope and commitment that the school 

would transform the lives of young people 
in the area, raise new possibilities for all of 
the schools in the region, and bring peace 
and cooperation among the different ethnic 
groups. The community committed to 
develop a school that would embrace and 
build upon the cultural values of the people 
and education young people in a way that 
would prepare them to be leaders in their 
communities and beyond.

Partnering with the Community
From its beginnings in 2011, the Kisaruni Group of Schools has grown on a foundation of 
community support and commitment to improving the lives of young people.

THE YEAR KISARUNI 
WELCOMED THE FIRST

CLASS OF GIRLS2011
THE YEAR KISARUNI 

WELCOMED THE FIRST 
CLASS OF BOYS

2017 TOTAL 
NUMBER OF 
GRADUATES 

FROM 
KISARUNI 

SINCE 2014

234

THE YEAR THE FIRST 
CLASS OF BOYS WILL 

GRADUATE
2020
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CLASS OF GIRLS 

GRADUATED2014
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Kisaruni Group of Schools Philosophy
Collaborating with community members identified mutual priorities that became the 
Philosophy of the Kisaruni Group of Schools.

We have developed a model of education that is highly innovative, particularly for this remote 
part of Kenya. Kisaruni learners are often the first of their family to attend secondary school. 
Rather than being expected to leave their cultures at the door in order to attend school, the 
learners are encouraged to be proud of their cultures, to communicate confidently, and to 
engage actively in the learning process. Lessons are deliberately designed to develop key 
competencies and leadership skills. The teachers, referred to education facilitators, facilitate 
in ways that maximize learning, and the students are referred to as learners.

These priorities have informed the Kisaruni Group of Schools Philosophy:

BEING A 
COMMUNITY

We are a place where 
each individual 

is heard and 
appreciated, and we 
are all peacemakers

BUILDING ON 
CULTURAL 

VALUES
We honour and 

maintain the 
education we bring 
from our families

VALUING 
DIVERSITY
We recognize 

and develop the 
gifts, talents and 

differences of each 
of us

PROMOTING 
LEADERSHIP

We strengthen self-
confidence and build 
skills to contribute to 
our communities and 

the world

ENCOURAGE 
ACTIVE LEARNING

We maximize 
learning by offering 

a curriculum 
that promotes 
inquisitiveness
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Learner Spotlight

Age:  14

Hobbies:  Singing and drawing

What is your favourite Pillar of the Kisaruni Philosophy? Valuing 
Diversity, because the pillar aims at building the different talents 
that each person has.

What motivates you?  Every dawn, I get up to work extra hard 
so as to be a great person that my community will look up to. I 
want to work hard in academics to build my future and to change 
my family’s life. I want them to have all social amenities in the 
future, therefore I work hard for my community.

Where do you see yourself in a few years?  In university pursuing 
a course about astronomy. I would love to give my community an 
assurance that with education, everything is possible. 

What do you love about Kisaruni?  I love the cooperation and 
hard work that learners have in this school. I also had a lot of fun 
as an actor and represented the school in drama festivals.

Milimani Campus: Mitchelle Chepkirui

Ngulot Campus: Frazier Kipkorir

When Frazier started at Kisaruni in January of this year, he was 
excited for the opportunity, but was also scared to be in a new 
environment and meet new people. After some time, he gained 
confidence. “I adapted to the environment because the other 
learners were so friendly. When I first came to this school, I was 
shy and I was not able to stand in front of others and speak. I 
eventually became courageous and I was able to express myself 
in front of others. This is because of our educational facilitators 
who always encourage good leadership qualities.”

With such a positive learning environment, Frazier worked hard 
and received an A grade on his first exam. He enjoys asking and 
answering questions in class, and assisting his classmates with 
tacking challenging questions in order to build his knowledge 
and understanding. Outside of his academics, Frazier also 
enjoys playing volleyball. He loves Kisaruni because it is helping 
him to achieve his dreams. “I would like to be a neurosurgeon. I 
would help people who have brain diseases and complications.”
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Invest in a Learner’s Education
We invite you to fulfill a young person’s dreams by providing a scholarship for all four 
years of their secondary school career. Alternatively, if you want to create a truly 
transformational legacy, you can invest in the sustainble impact of the program through  
the scholarship endowment.

FULL SCHOLARSHIP
$12,000

Provide a learner with a fully-
funded educational experience 
across their four years of 
secondary school. This covers 
items such as:

• Tuition
• Room and board
• School supplies, textbooks, 

classroom resources
• Uniforms
• Field trips & extracurricular 

opportunities
• Mentorship and counselling
• Leadership programming
• Teacher training

ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP 
INSTALLMENTS
$3,000/YEAR

Invest in a young person’s 
potential to change the world 
by providing a 4-year secondary 
school scholarship through 
annual installments of $3,000 
over four years, to support the 
duration of a learner’s secondary 
education.

SCHOLARSHIP 
ENDOWMENT

$50,000
Invest in future leaders by 
contributing to the Kisaruni 
“Igniting Next Generation 
Leaders Endowment”. Income 
generated from this fund will 
be used to support scholarships 
for deserving applications to the 
Kisaruni Group of Schools as 
often as the endowment returns 
allow, ensuring sustainable 
and long-term funding for the 
Kisaruni Group of Schools and 
guaranteed quality secondary 
education for young learners in 
Kenya.

Stay connected to the impact your scholarship support is making in a young person’s life 
and across the Kisaruni Group of Schools. Throughout your student’s time at Kisaruni, you 
will receive a student profile for the learner you are matched with, quarterly Kisaruni reports, 
special updates from campus and unique opportunities to meet your learner and attend their 
graduation ceremony in Kenya.
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Your support will provide passionate young leaders with the opportunity to create a better 
future for themselves and their families. The impact of these transformational gifts will help 
shape the future of our WE Villages partner communities, helping them achieve what they 
never dreamed possible.

“I was lucky enough to witness the aboslute elation of the incoming class and their 
parents at the prospect of studying at WE’s world-class secondary school. As a sponsor 
of a student, attending [a Kisaruni] graduation will surely bring a tear to your eye and 
remind you of how important education is to those who otherwise might not have it.”

— Mitch Kurylowicz, Kisaruni Group of Schools Supporter

Thank You

We can’t wait to empower the next generation with you.

For more information or to support the Kisaruni Scholarship Program:

WE.org/donate
E: donate@we.org

“Being in Kisaruni has been a life-changing experience. Some 
of us came here when we were shy but had big dreams for our 
futures, and now we are graduating as confident ladies, full 
of self-fulfillment.”

—  Milcah Chepkirui, Kisaruni Class of 2018 Valedictorian


