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Raise awareness 
of the importance 
of numeracy in 
everyday life.

A special thank you to KPMG for working towards changing 
people’s attitudes to numbers.
As a proud supporter of WE Schools, KPMG is encouraging young 
people to raise awareness of the importance of numeracy in our 
everyday lives. WE and KPMG believe that numeracy is vital for young 
people to reach their full potential and thrive in today’s society. Being 
proud to be numerate empowers young people to change the world.

LEADERSHIP    CRITICAL THINKING    REFLECTION

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL 4: QUALITY EDUCATION



INTRODUCTION

NUMERACY +
ADVOCACY =

Numeracy is one of the most important skills 
to have because it affects almost every aspect 
of our everyday lives. From knowing if you are 
getting the correct change at the shops, to 
understanding the scoring in a sports match, 
to measuring the correct baking ingredients 
for your cake, not to mention that almost 
every job needs basic numeracy—numeracy 
really does matter!

Raise awareness of numeracy in your school 
and community with the WE Need 
Numeracy campaign and help your peers 
discover how numeracy can create lifelong 
benefits for themselves and others.

WE NEED NUMERACY

FACT: English teenagers aged 
16-19, have the second worst 
numeracy levels for this age 
group in the developed world.*

*OECD Skills Studies. Building Skills for All: A Review of England. pg 12. www.oecd.org/unitedkingdom/building-skills-for-all-review-of-
england.pdf

https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-need-numeracy/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-need-numeracy/
http://www.oecd.org/unitedkingdom/building-skills-for-all-review-of-england.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/unitedkingdom/building-skills-for-all-review-of-england.pdf


At School
• Launch an awareness-raising 

campaign using assemblies and 
posters to showcase how 
numeracy is important for all 
future careers.

• Make use of the numeracy 
toolkits that KPMG have 
created alongside National 
Numeracy. Visit  
numeracyday.com/we.

At Home
• Create a shopping list for a 

weekly food shop for your 
family, and work out how much 
you would need to budget to be 
able to buy what is needed.

• Consider what your household 
might use in terms of bills (e.g., 
telephone, water, gas, 
electricity, etc.) and work out 
how much money these would 
cost each month.

As a Community
• Survey members of your local 

community (e.g., neighbours, 
teachers, family members, etc.) 
to find out how they use 
numbers in their own careers.

• Plan a numeracy themed event 
that showcases examples of 
how we use numbers every day 
and raises awareness of the 
barriers that innumeracy 
causes.

Raise awareness of numeracy 
and change attitudes to numbers.

Ways to Take Action

WAYS TO TAKE ACTION WE NEED NUMERACY

Campaign in Action
Students at St. Saviour’s Church of England Primary School 
in the London Borough of Lambeth have been exploring the 
real life uses of numeracy. By using the WE Need Numeracy 
resources, the group learned about different food quantities 
needed for recipes of their favourite foods, helping them to 
explore the importance of measurements. Students then put 
their hard work into practice and threw a tea party for the 
school’s Year 6 class to celebrate the completion of SATs!

http://numeracyday.com/we


Connect With Other Campaigns

WAYS TO TAKE ACTION

WE Scare Hunger
Put a team together to 

count or weigh the food 
items you have collected 

and practice your 
numeracy skills.

WE Read Together
Launch a mentoring  

programme in your school  
to support younger students  
with both their literacy and 

numeracy skills.

WE Go Green
Help your school garden 
to flourish by plotting an 

annual growing cycle, 
based on the needs of 

different plants.

Fundraise
Host a coin collection 

fundraiser and use your 
numeracy skills to total up 

the money raised and 
your impact.*

KPMG invites you to 
celebrate National 
Numeracy Day!**
Bring numbers to life on National Numeracy Day!

However numbers make you feel, you’re not alone. National 
Numeracy Day is about coming together to celebrate the 
power of numbers and helping everyone to recognise that 
numbers play an important role in our everyday lives. 
Celebrate National Numeracy Day on 13 May 2020, sharpen 
your numeracy skills, and let numbers improve your life!

Visit www.numeracyday.com for more information and 
learning tools.

**National Numeracy Day is run by National Numeracy and has been 
created with founding supporter, KPMG.

Challenge Your 
Peers
Being numerate can give you the power to 
change the world and influence future 
generations of young leaders! Challenge 
fellow change-makers to collect coppers and 
small change every day for a week and see 
how much you have collected at the end. 
Share what you plan to do with the small 
change you have collected on social media.
Remember to use #WEneedNumeracy.*** 

***We know that keeping young people safe online is a 
top priority, so make sure you are familiar with your 
school’s e-safety procedures and guidelines. For younger 
students, we recommend that your teacher creates a 
group social media account and manages it on behalf of 
your group.
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*Check out the Global Social Action Guide for fundraising tips, inspiration and action planning tools.

WE NEED NUMERACY

https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-scare-hunger/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-read-together/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-go-green/
https://www.numeracyday.com/
http://www.numeracyday.com
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/kit/


Get Doing
STEP 1
Investigate and Learn 
We use numbers every day, whether in school, work 
or everyday life. With your group, consider and 
discuss the tasks you complete each day that involve 
numbers. Challenge yourself by including tasks done 
by your family members.

GET DOING

CHECKLIST
 ■ Investigate and learn with the Numeracy 

issue webpage.

 ■ Visit WE.org/gb/weneednumeracy for more 
resources.

 ■ Create an action plan.

 ■ Put up campaign posters.

 ■ Print out and fundraise with the Collection 
Containers.

 ■ Share on social media with 
#WEneedNumeracy.

 ■ Plan an event to celebrate National 
Numeracy Day.

 ■ Learn how numbers are important for 
everyday life with the KPMG National 
Numeracy Day toolkits available from 
numeracyday.com/we.

“I’m bad with numbers.” “Maths geek!” “Maths is too tricky.”“There’s no point in maths.”

Do the phrases above sound familiar? Have you ever said any of them yourself? Although numeracy skills are hugely 
important, many people have negative attitudes towards numbers.

Why do you think this is? With your group, write down as many reasons as possible.

What could you do to challenge attitudes to numbers?

Remember! Use the Numeracy issue webpage for helpful hints and to take your learning further.

Morning 
E.g. measure out milk and oats for 
your morning porridge.

Afternoon
E.g. try to beat your personal best 
in PE.

Evening 
E.g. play a dice board game with 
your family and friends.

WE NEED NUMERACY

https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/issues-backgrounders/local-numeracy/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/issues-backgrounders/local-numeracy/
http://WE.org/gb/weneednumeracy
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-need-numeracy/
https://www.numeracyday.com/
https://www.numeracyday.com/
http://numeracyday.com/we
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/issues-backgrounders/local-numeracy/


STEP 2
Action Plan

Set Your Goal
Now that you understand the power of numeracy, it’s time to set your awareness-raising goal. To help you set a 
S.M.A.R.T. goal for your campaign, check out this practical activity. Whether you organise an event for your 
whole community or organise a coin collection, it’s going to be amazing!

How will you take action with the WE Need Numeracy campaign?

 ■ Host an event 

 ■ Organise a fundraiser

 ■ Hold a careers evening

 ■ Create a numeracy quiz

 ■ Open a school shop

 ■ Other 

How many people will get involved in raising awareness?  

What impact do you hope to create through your action?  

 
Behind every successful action campaign is a team of change-makers!

To be the most effective, it’s important to make the best use of your group’s skills! Write a list of the roles you will need 
to make your action a success (e.g., Group Leader, Social Media Manager, Finance Manager). Match-up the roles to 
your group members based on their skills and interests. Think about how each role will need to use numeracy to 
complete their tasks. Make sure everyone is happy with their role before getting started.

Use the space below to assign tasks to group members. Tasks may include creating a financial budget, putting up 
posters, securing a campaign day, and hosting a whole school assembly.

GET DOING

 

 

 

 

 

E.g. Finance Manager 
Responsible for creating and 

overseeing budget

To ensure your event is a success, you’ll want to be prepared! How will you brush-up on your numeracy 
skills, ahead of your campaign? 

WE NEED NUMERACY

https://cdn.we.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/SMART-Goals_UK.pdf?_ga=2.217973334.1988369810.1562576125-2009934439.1560244813
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-need-numeracy/


STEP 3
Take Action 
You’ve multiplied your knowledge, calculated your goal and divided up tasks. You’re ready to solve the challenges 
surrounding numeracy and promote positive attitudes to numbers!

Tip: Create a poll and survey your 
classmates to see how they use numbers 
in their everyday lives!

Share your pictures, videos, updates and favourite facts on social media with 
#WEneedNumeracy.

 
Reflect

Did your group reach your awareness-raising goal? Did you run into any challenges along the way? If so, 
how did you solve them?

What were some facts about numeracy that you learned that you didn’t know before? How have your 
attitudes to numeracy changed?

How can you promote positive attitudes to numeracy in your daily life?

How do you think you will use the numeracy skills developed throughout this campaign in your future 
chosen career?

GET DOING WE NEED NUMERACY



STEP 4
Report and Celebrate 
Report
How many people from your school and/or community got involved in your WE Need Numeracy campaign?  

How did you raise awareness during your campaign?  

How many posts did you share on social media?  

If you fundraised, what was your final total?  

Were you expecting to raise the amount above?  

Did you/do you plan to take part in National Numeracy Day in 2020?  

Celebrate
Make sure you celebrate and share the success of your campaign, and reward yourselves for all your hard work. 

 ■ Share photos of your actions with your school, community and WE Schools Programme Manager.

 ■ Capture the highlights of your event day and create a video or classroom display.

 ■ Celebrate your impacts through a class party, assembly or WE DayX.

 

Thank everyone who supported your campaign!
Use this space to think of fun ways to thank those who participated (e.g. create a poster  
to show the number of people your campaign reached).

GET DOING WE NEED NUMERACY

https://www.we.org/gb/wedayx/


RESOURCES

Collection Containers 
Your campaign can have double the impact! Use the net below to create coin collection containers and launch a 
fundraiser in your school. Collect pennies, pounds and everything in-between. Use your numeracy skills to count 
them up, and donate your total to a charity of your choice. To print more collection container nets, go to WE.org/
gb/weneednumeracy.

WE NEED NUMERACY
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http://WE.org/gb/weneednumeracy
http://WE.org/gb/weneednumeracy


WE.org/gb/weneednumeracy
Visit the website for more stats, information and downloadable posters and 
infographics to help you make a difference. Plus, don’t forget to share these 
on social media with #WEneedNumeracy.

Further Online Resources

£460 EVERY 
YEAR.*

People with poor numeracy skills are less 
likely to save money on day-to-day expenses, 
costing the individual an estimated
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RESOURCES

* National Numeracy. www.numeracyday.com/whats-issue

WE NEED NUMERACY

http://WE.org/gb/weneednumeracy
https://www.numeracyday.com/whats-issue
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