
 
 

WE CHARITY PREPARING LEGAL ACTION AGAINST CBC AND THE FIFTH ESTATE   
WE Charity statement on recent CBC coverage of projects in Kenya 

 
November 19 - Last night, CBC News and The Fifth Estate made demonstrably false statements about 
WE Charity.  
 
WE Charity intends to file a lawsuit against CBC for their false and defamatory reporting. 
 
CBC’s false reporting is harming the organization, its donors and the thousands of individuals around the 
world who count on WE Charity to improve their lives.   
 
CBC vastly under-reported WE Charity’s education infrastructure in Kenya. CBC was wrong, and CBC 
knew it. 
  
WE has built or renovated 852 schoolrooms in Kenya. WE has long described its education construction 
in terms of schoolrooms because WE funds classrooms, science labs, school kitchens, teacher 
accommodations and student dormitories – all buildings that CBC purposely ignored.   WE also 
substantially renovates existing community built buildings as part of its commitment to preserving local 
culture. This information was presented to CBC as well as to Parliament with individual photos of each 
building, village-by-village with accompanying maps for each location. This information is publicly 
available here: https://www.wecharity.org/explore-our-regions.   
  
Education is not just about buildings, it is about the programs that support children such as teacher 
training, school supplies, student inoculations, and school meals.  It is clear where donor dollars go. 
  
CBC misrepresented the views of donors responsible for funding a majority of projects in Kenya 
 
We believe CBC significantly inflated the number of schools it reported as should have been built in 
Kenya by ignoring the voices of the donors who told CBC it was wrong.  Donors who funded the majority 
of WE Charity’s projects in Kenya over the last decade told the CBC they knew “it takes funding from 
multiple donors to ensure schools and school rooms are built and can deliver education to children over 
the long term.” They told CBC they knew a project “often requires multiple supporters.” 
 
CBC’s broadcast included two donors who said they felt deceived based on the false information CBC 
provided them.  Over the last 25 years, tens of thousands of donors have given to WE Charity. Over 
40,000 donors have personally visited the projects. In response to CBC’s reporting, over 125 WE Charity 
donors told CBC they understand and support WE Charity’s development model and reject the CBC’s 
narrative that they were deceived. The list of donors rejecting CBC’s narrative includes many prominent 
individuals, CEOs, and community leaders who engage thousands of WE Charity donors in fundraising. 
You can read their letters here and here.  They made their views clear prior to publication.   
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https://www.wecharity.org/explore-our-regions
https://staticsb.we.org/f/52095/x/705442cca1/we-charity-donor-open-letter_print.pdf
https://staticsb.we.org/f/52095/x/e805c39eac/letter-to-cbc-from-educators.pdf


 
CBC knew the answer to their question: “Where did the money go?” but they failed to report it.  
 
The answer is simple: Money donated for Kenya was spent helping children in Kenya.  
 
WE Charity has 25 years of unqualified audits. WE Charity believes in transparency and opened its 
Kenyan financial records for review by a leading forensic auditor.  WE Charity agreed to provide the 
results to CBC, but it refused to wait and incorporate the findings. However, the forensic auditor was 
able to release a preliminary report to the CBC confirming that funds raised for Kenya were properly 
deployed to Kenya.  
 
CBC falsely claimed that WE Charity blocked their investigation in Kenya 
 
CBC chose not to make the arrangements necessary to see WE Charity’s work in Kenya.  Primary schools 
funded by WE Charity are overseen by the Government of Kenya.  In the midst of a COVID epidemic with 
less than 3% of the population vaccinated, the government has strict rules and requirements for visitors. 
WE Charity repeatedly reminded the CBC they needed government permission and the CBC assured us 
in writing that they made such arrangements.  But they did not get permission and then tried 
unsuccessfully to enter and film at Kenyan schools without government approval.  They received an 
official letter of sanction from the government for violating Kenyan criminal laws while trying to gain 
illegal entry to schools, and a second letter for improper communications directed at a senior 
government official.  
 
CBC did not give WE Charity an opportunity to respond to its false allegations 
 
CBC refused to verify its reporting with WE Charity.  CBC did not show WE Charity any documents it 
claims support its allegation that multiple donors fully funded the same schools.  CBC misrepresented 
WE Charity’s documents and denied the organization the opportunity to correct CBC’s mistakes before it 
went to air.  
 
CBC’s reporting on WE Charity was not merely wrong; they knew it was wrong and published it with 
malice despite knowing the truth. 
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