
 

 

Global issue: poverty 
Themes: causes and impacts of poverty, international development, WE Villages, global 

action 

Video link: https://player.vimeo.com/video/277480965 

 
These discussion questions are designed to deepen your students’ learning experience. Once 

you have watched the video, use these questions to test your students’ knowledge, cement 

their understanding and introduce more complex themes and ideas. Students should be 

encouraged to share and discuss their opinions with their peers, developing their 

communication, argument formation, information literacy and critical thinking skills. Whilst 

we have differentiated the questions for primary and secondary age groups, feel free to mix 

and match the questions as appropriate for your group.  

 
Primary 

1) What does poverty mean to you? How does this make you feel? 

2) How has poverty been described in the video?  

3) What are the main causes of poverty? 

4) How does extreme poverty affect people, particularly in the developing world? 

5) How does WE Villages support communities facing extreme poverty? 

6) How can you take positive steps to raise awareness of poverty in the developing 

world?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P.T.O. for secondary age group discussion questions… 



 

 

Secondary 
Suggested responses and definitions have been included for some of the secondary 

questions, enabling you to facilitate a more meaningful discussion and enhance your 

students’ learning. 

    

1) How did watching this video make you feel?  

2) What are the key things you learned from this video? What facts did you learn?  

3) What do you understand by the term “cycle of poverty”?  

 

Definition: The cycle of poverty is the concept that poverty begets poverty, and it is 

impossible for a person to break free from poverty unless an external intervention is 

applied to break the cycle. 

 

4) Why does WE Villages have five Pillars of Impact? Which pillar do you think is most 

important? Why?  

 

Note: the five Pillars of Impact are: Education, Water, Health, Food, Opportunity. 

Visit WE.org/gb/we-villages/education/ to learn more.  

 

5) Community members are given input into and ownership over every WE Villages’ 

project. Why do you think this is?  

Suggested responses include:  

• The involvement of the community is crucial to creating and maintaining a 

sense of involvement, investment and ownership of WE Villages projects. 

Ownership is what helps ensure WE Villages’ projects are sustainable and 

maintained in the long run. 

• By involving community members from the beginning, WE Villages ensures 

that every project truly meets the needs of community members. 

 

Visit WE.org/gb/we-villages/our-development-model/ to learn more about our 

sustainable development model, WE Villages.  

 

6) What actions could you take to help end poverty? 

 

Make a positive impact on your global community and learn more about poverty with our 

global fundraising initiatives at WE.org/gb/campaigns.  

 

https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/education/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/our-development-model/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/

