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  WE Schools  
“Tech for Good”  
  Initiative

Why badging?
Digital badging is a powerful tool that recog-
nizes achievements we make at school and 
work. Badges serve as academic currency that 
showcase students’ hard work, motivating 
teachers and students to build identities and 
celebrate the steps and processes that have 
been successfully accomplished. This gives 
teachers and students another positive way  
to communicate and appreciate efforts and  
successes. Digital badging provides evidence 
and proof that specific skills and concepts 
have been mastered, while providing acknowl-
edgement of competencies that may not be  
measured by traditional assessments.

With WE Schools, real-world projects provide 
a conducive learning environment that  
supports students in acquiring many powerful 
21st-century skills that they will need in their 
future schooling and careers. As they build 
their action plans and achieve their goals,  

WE Schools would 
like to recognize 
and reward skills 
such as digital  
citizenship,  
communication 
and collaboration. 
These skills are 
powerful indicators 
of future success 
and achievement. 
Recent studies on the class of 2030 suggest 
that emphasis on teaching students social and 
emotional skills are more predictive of academ-
ic achievement than any other indicators. So as 
students are communicating, collaborating and 
thinking critically, their achievements are being 
marked and recognized with digital badging 
along their WE Schools journey.

A digital badge or credential 

is a validation, via technology, 

that a person has earned an 

accomplishment, learned a  

skill or gained command of 

specific content. 

— The Journal, July 20, 2016
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Benefits of badging
As the education system begins to put increasing emphasis on developing cognitive, social and 
emotional skills in students, proficiency in communication and collaboration are becoming even 
more critical. Being able to recognize these skills helps learners visualize and conceptually see 
these accomplishments as achieved skills. Benefits of badging include:

1. Greater student engagement

2. Provides proof of skill mastery for college entrance and future employers

3. Incentivizes future accomplishments

The “Tech for Good” badge
Once your WE Schools group is established and campaigns are selected, teachers and students 
have the opportunity to work together to earn a badge synonymous with 21st-century success in 
school and work: The Tech for Good badge. By incorporating the use of technology to improve 
their campaign’s impact, students demonstrate progress toward technology proficiency standards 
set by ISTE (International Society for Technology in Education). These standards set clear learning 
objectives for students, while providing the freedom to use any number of hardware, so�ware 
and app-based technologies to demonstrate proficiency while boosting campaign impact.

global collaborator 

Students use digital tools to 
broaden their perspectives 
and enrich their learning by 

collaborating with others and 
working effectively in teams 

locally and globally.

digital citizen 

Students recognize the rights, 
responsibilities and opportu-
nities of living, learning and 

working in an interconnected 
digital world, and they act and 

model in ways that are safe, 
legal and ethical.

computational thinker 

Students develop and employ 
strategies for understanding 

and solving problems in  
ways that leverage the power 
of technological methods to  
develop and test solutions.
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Why ISTE Student Standards?
The ISTE Student Standards describe the abilities and content knowledge students require to 
positively contribute to an interconnected, global society.

WE Schools has partnered with Microso� to incorporate ISTE Student Standards into WE Schools 
Campaigns. The purpose of the “Tech for Good” badging initiative is to empower students to 
use digital resources and skills responsibly while building knowledge that creates innovative and 
creative global impact for those in need.

How to earn the “Tech for Good” badge
For teachers to earn the “Tech for Good” digital badge with their students, they will need to:

1. Assist their students in the use of technology and digital skills,  
incorporating at least one of the ISTE student standards.

2. Complete the Tech for Good Survey.

Tech for Good Survey

1. Digital Citizen

When students were planning 
and executing this campaign, 
how did you ensure that your 
students were utilizing digital 
resources and communicating 
digitally in a responsible, safe, 
legal and ethical way?

2. Global Collaborator

How have you supported 
student use of technology  
in your classroom to broaden  
students’ global perspective 
through working with others 
locally and globally?

3. Computational Thinker

What strategies did you use to 
help students develop under-
standing and problem-solving 
skills as they leveraged technol-
ogy to develop, test, reflect  
and revise campaign plans  
and projects?
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You’ve earned your badge, now what?

1. Share on social media with hashtags #digitalskills #TechforGood  

2. Add it to your profile picture on social media

3. Add it to your email signature

POWERED BY

The official digital skills partner of WE Schools


